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1 . This office action is in response to the interview of October 1 8, 2004. Based 
upon that interview, the action is intended to replace the office action of September 22, 
2004 and to restart the period for response. 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of Group III in the reply filed on June 25, 2004 
is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that if the claims are examined 
together, the overall examination time will be less and the prosecution will be handled in 
a more uniform manner. This is not found persuasive because the searches and issues 
are not coextensive, placing a considerable additional burden on the examiner if the 
groups are examined together. Also, restriction is proper for reasons given in the 
previous office action. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

3. Claim 23 has been included with the elected claims. 

4. Claims 13-18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Asanoetal. (6,51 1,736) in view of any of JP 10129112, Darsilloetal (WO 
01/25534), and Hirose et al. (EP 0,732,219). The reference discloses an Inkjet 
recording material having excellent glass and high color density (see the abstract). The 
material comprises a substrate and a multi-layered ink fixing layer, each of which 
comprises pigment and binder. The pigment may be alumina , however, the crystallinity 
of the alumina is not specified (see col. 2, line 36 to 51). The outermost ink fixing layer 
is formed by a cast-coating method (see col. 2, lines 50-51). The reference does not 
measure gloss at 20°, but rather at 75° (see col. 3, lines 60-63). 
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The reference discloses the use of a paper support of wood pulp (see col. 4, 
lines 64-65). The support preferably has a basis weight of 20 to 400 g/m^ and a sizing 
degree at of 1 to 200 seconds at a basis weight of 100 g/m^ (see col. 5, lines 43 to 55). 
The medium may have an undercoat of pigment and binder (see col. 6, lines 15-32). 
Included as pigments are silica, zinc oxide, aluminum oxide, and calcium carbonate. 
The ink fixing layer contains pigment in the fomi of secondary particles which have an 
average particle size of 1 pm or less, most preferably 20 to 100 nm (see col. 9, lines 39- 
47, 52-56, and 63-67). The pigment is present in an amount of 50 wt% or more (see 
col. 1 1 , lines 11 -22) and the binder is present at a ratio of 1 to 200 parts by weight per 
100 parts by weight of the pigment (col. 12, lines 39-46). The cast-coated layer is 
formed using a specular casting drum. The coating composition may be coated and 
dried, then rewetted with water and pressed onto the heated specular surface of the 
drum and dried (see col. 1 5, lines 30-42). 

The reference does not disclose specular gloss in terms of 20°, however, it 
measures gloss in terms of 75°, has cleariy identified gloss as a desired property that 
can be measured and should be achieved, and identifies the re-wet caste method to 
achieve gloss on the outer layer. Based upon this disclosure, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to control the process in order to achieve the 
desired level of gloss. 

Finally, the reference does not disclose the specific surface area of the pigment. 
This is a well-known property of pigments and is used as a measure of the porosity and 
ability to absorb ink, a critical property in the field of ink jet recording. Therefore, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art to control the conventional 
property of specific surface area of the pigment in the ink receiving layer in order to 
achieve desired ink absorption and ink drying speed for the medium. 

With respect to the type of alumina included, since the primary reference is silent 
with respect to crystallinity of the alumina used therein, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have looked to the state of the art to determine alumina to use in forming the 
medium of the primary reference. The secondary references each teach use of 
crystalline alumina as alumina for formation of an ink receiving layer in an Inkjet 
recording medium. See Hirose et al. page 3, line 56 to page 4, line 4, Example 1 of 
Darsillo et al. and the cited Japanese abstract. Since crystalline alumina is commonly 
used in the art with achievement of conventionally sought after properties, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize a crystalline alumina as the 
alumina of the primary reference. 

New claim 23 recites the coating weight of the ink receiving layer or layers. 
Coating weights per area are recited by Asano et al. at col. 9, lines 7-17, col. 15, lines 5- 
14, and col. 17, lines 8-16. Claim 23 reads on the range(s) set forth by the reference. 
5. Claims 13 and19-21 are rejected; under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Asano et al. (6,51 1 ,736) in view of any of JP 101291 12, Darsillo et al (WO 
01/25534), and Hirose et al. (EP 0,732,219) as applied to claim 13 above, and further in 
view of either one of Hosoi et al. (6,200,670) or Ikezawa et al. (5,759,673). Ikezawa et 
al. teach an Inkjet recording sheet having a fibrous substrate and an undercoat layer 
which may contain an inorganic pigment such as calcium carbonate, zinc oxide, 
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alumina, silica or barium sulfate (see col. 3, lines 12-18, col. 4, lines 50-58, col. 5, lines 
5-15. A white pigment is presumably used to whiten the overall appearance of the 
medium. Hosoi et al. teach an ink receiving medium having a paper substrate and a 
barium sulfate containing underlayer (see col. 5, lines 42-59 and col. 6, lines 19-33). 
The barium sulfate is used for its ink solvent absorbency and to provide smoothness to 
the medium. Based upon these teachings in the prior art, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to include barium sulfate in the underlayer or intermediate 
layer of the primary reference in order to whiten the medium, increase smoothness or 
increase ink absorbency in the layer. It would have been obvious to include barium 
sulfate in lieu of other white inorganic pigments or in addition to other equivalent 
pigments for these purposes. 

6. Claims 1 3 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Asano et al. (6,51 1 ,736) in view of any of JP 101291 12, Darsillo et al (WO 
01/25534), and Hirose et al. (EP 0,732,219) as applied to claim 13 above, and further in 
view of Tomizawa et al. (5,985,425). The reference teaches an ink jet recording 
medium including a matting layer on the side opposite the recording layer. The matting 
layer contains inorganic material which may be alumina for purposes of curl prevention 
and pen-writing adaptability (see col. 6, line 37 to col. 7, line 2). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include such a back layer on the 
medium of the primary reference for the purpose of curl prevention or pen-writing 
adaptability as taught by the secondary reference. 
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7. Applicant's arguments witli respect to claims 1 3-22 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Applicants argue that the Example of 
Asano et al. disclose a content of binder higher than that of the claimed invention. This 
is not persuasive because the reference disclosure is not limited to the examples and 
the reference specifically discloses a range of binder to pigment that overlaps with the 
ranges of the instant claims. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pamela Schwartz whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1528. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye, can be reached on (571) 272-3186. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

PRSchwartz 
October 22, 2004 



